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                In Spain, as in other places, the broader social context structured the medico-legal assessment of ‘hermaphrodites’, (a term used historically to describe what we would call today ‘intersex’ or ‘disorders of sex development’). Richard Cleminson and Francisco Vázquez García reconstruct this context and analyse how Spanish scientists integrated prevailing medical theories and the cultural and political milieu that was uniquely Spain. Existing research on hermaphroditism in Spain is minimal, confined mostly to the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries. This volume is thus a welcome addition to the historical literature.
Spanish authorities believed that ‘hermaphrodites’ had the will and the sexual conformation to play havoc with the polar division of male and female. Indeed, the authors argue that, ‘The hermaphrodite, like the alcoholic, the homosexual and the criminal, posed a threat to the emerging liberal order, a threat that had to be contained and managed’ (p. 18). Throughout the period under study, fears of same-sex coupling motivated the medical and legal management of hermaphrodites. A person's sex simply could not be ambiguous; everyone, it was believed, had a ‘true sex’ that needed to be uncovered to ensure that he or she did not mistakenly marry a person of the ‘wrong’ sex. Any such marriage would need to be annulled. In this way, unusual bodies, when detected, were restricted in their endeavours. In the first half of the twentieth century, the scope and definition of hermaphroditism in Spain owed its particular expansive qualities to Gregorio Marañón, known as the ‘Spanish Darwin’. He posited a theory of sex differentiation in the 1920s that veered somewhat from his British and French peers, who focused primarily on the gonads (ovaries and testes) to determine a person's ‘true sex’. Marañón's thought ‘on sexual differentiation clearly responded to anxiety over changing gender roles and recapitulated what might now be termed essentialism in respect of gendered and sex roles’ (p. 126). He disagreed with the prevailing classificatory system of ‘hermaphrodites’ and ‘pseudo-hermaphrodites’, focused instead on behaviour and hormones, and wanted to see all kinds of gender and sexed variance under the broad continuum of ‘intersexuality’.
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