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                In 1959, when she was fourteen years old, Leilani Muir was sterilised without her consent or knowledge as part of Alberta's eugenics programme. She was told that she was having her appendix removed, but the surgeon removed her fallopian tubes as well. At the time, she was a resident of the Provincial Training School for Mental Defectives. The Eugenics Board's decision to authorise Muir's sterilisation rested largely on the results of an IQ test that labelled her a ‘“mental defective moron” with an IQ of 64’ (p. 183). While the IQ test itself was later shown to be highly problematic as a diagnostic tool in and of itself, in Muir's case there had even been a calculation error in her test result; her correct result of 70 would not have put her in the ‘mental defective’ category in the first place. After leaving the school, marrying, and attempting to become pregnant only to learn that she had been sterilised as a teenager, Leilani went on to be the only victim of Alberta's eugenic sterilisation programme to successfully sue the Alberta government for ‘wrongful sexual sterilization’ (p. 169).
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