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This is a bold claim for a historian of science to make; most historians leave the ‘science for the scientists’ and focus their analyses on the making and utilisation of prevailing theories. Yet Vicedo's work is profoundly historical. She examines how Austrian ethologist Konrad Lorenz, and to some extent, his Dutch colleague, Niko Tinbergen, and psychologists Bowlby and his American collaborator Mary Ainsworth, designed studies, interpreted evidence, and interacted with their colleagues, in order to develop, promote and perpetuate theories of the biologically-determined psychological centrality of motherhood.
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