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                In The Emergence of Tropical Medicine in France, Michael Osborne traces the ‘history of the ideas, people and institutions of French colonial medicine’ (p. 1) during the long nineteenth century. Given the navy's centrality to French empire-building until the 1890s, French colonial medicine was largely naval medicine at the time. Taught in naval medical schools established in the eighteenth century in Brest, Rochefort and Toulon, it was practised by naval healers in these provincial port cities, on ships and in colonial stations. From the late 1800s, however, reforms in naval medicine and colonial administration saw the locus of colonial medical education move to the commercial ports of Bordeaux and Marseille, and to Paris. This signalled a change in the character of colonial medicine in France: its distinctly naval character increasingly gave way to a ‘modern’ tropical medicine with ‘multiple masters’ (p. 218) and rooted in parasitology.
With this history of French colonial medicine institutions, Osborne seeks to add a different perspective to an overly Anglocentric historiography of medicine and imperialism. In addition, by highlighting the importance of provincial, maritime France, he aims to break with the predominant focus on civilian Paris in the study of nineteenth-century French medicine. Central to the author's approach is an examination of ‘how place functioned’ (p. 4) in colonial medicine in France. In particular, Osborne considers how an evolving ‘regulatory regime’ (p. 11) governing naval and colonial medicine intersected with the ‘lifeworlds’ (p. 11) and social environments of ports and ships in shaping institutions, people and ideas. He notably argues for a naval medicine that was administratively separate and distinct from army and civilian medicine in terms of, for example, patients, diseases and sites of practice, that was eminently spatial in its views on (epidemic) disease and race, and that was at the same time marked by heterogeneity, including local and regional particularities. During the Third Republic, changes in colonial medicine's regulatory regime—in particular its separation from the naval sphere—converged with local circumstances and personalities in Bordeaux, Marseille and Paris to bring the leading colonial medical institutions to these cities and inform their teaching and research.
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