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The book explores the decade-long conversation concerning the war's impact on medicine as a laboratory for professionalism by examining Union Army surgeons' collection of specimens, standardization of procedures and publication of new findings. Anxious about being upstaged by men of lesser achievement, elite army ‘regulars’ became ‘arbiters of scientific knowledge’ (p. 11) by controlling the means of medical production: with a mandate from the Surgeon General, they launched the Amy Medical Museum (AMM), a clearinghouse for tissue specimens, experimentation and debate. The thoroughness with which Surgeons Joseph Woodward and John Brinton prepared and displayed specimens laid the groundwork for later medical investigation. Collecting tissues jumpstarted medical study and prompted physicians' growing cache as men of science.
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