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The medical relationship is not just about doctors and patients. Instead, a three-way medical relationship existed in eighteenth-century England, amongst patients, their doctors, and patients' families. Medical consultation letters addressed to the London physician, Sir Hans Sloane, from the 1690s to the 1730s, reveal the inner workings of this relationship. Not only did women's families provide medical care, but they also helped to shape women's choices about medical matters. These medical issues, moreover, sometimes became the focus of family disputes: husbands might not want to pay for an expensive medical treatment, while parents might dislike the way their daughters were treated by their sons-in-law. A physician, in turn, could also become an important player in family politics, either explaining one side to the other or actively providing support to the patient. Medical choices entailed a complex process of decision-making that included the patient's family, as well as the woman and her doctor.
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