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Notes for Contributors
All material to be considered for publication in Social History of Medicine should be submitted in electronic
form via the journal's online submission system. Once you have prepared your manuscript according to
the instructions below, please visit the http://shm.oxfordjournals.org to access the online submission site
and for instructions on submitting online. 

The journal seeks clear and accessible contributions. Simple phrasing is preferred. Please use UK English
spelling (including -ise/-ising rather than -ize/-izing) and double-check all non-English words.

Articles will not proceed to publication unless they adhere to the journal’s housestyle. Authors whose
work is accepted will be asked to confirm the article’s originality and, if appropriate, adherence to 
ethical considerations such as assurance of interviewees’ confidentiality. Authors are requested not to
submit typescripts that are under consideration for publication elsewhere and to send final drafts rather
than earlier versions designed to elicit editors’ judgement on the potential suitability of the MS for
publication in SHM.

All articles should be in Arial font, 12 point and double-spaced. The article should be paginated
throughout. Graphs and figures can be inserted in the main text. Please include a short abstract of no
more than 150 words and up to 5 keywords. A statement of the author’s present position and both
postal and email addresses should also be provided on a separate sheet, together with telephone and
fax numbers.

1. Word limit
Articles should generally be no more than 9,000 words in length (INCLUDING footnotes and 
bibliography).

2. Notes and references
The journal uses an author/date/page system in footnotes. Fuller references need to be supplied in the
bibliography. Footnotes should be used both to cite sources and to make any brief comments not
deemed appropriate for the main text. The only exception to the rule that all quotations are footnoted
is in reviews. All footnotes should spell out author/date/page in full. Op. cit., ibid., loc. cit. and similar
are not generally used. Ibid. is only used when the following reference is exactly the same (author, date
and page reference) as the previous reference. A bibliography should be placed at the end of the text 
containing all sources cited in alphabetical and chronological order. In the bibliography, book titles should
be italicised and place of publication and publisher provided, e.g. Ernst W. (ed.) 2002, Plural Medicine,
Tradition and Modernity, 1800–2000, London and New York: Routledge. Article titles from journals or
edited volumes should be placed in ‘single quotation marks’, while the journal/volume from which it is
taken should be listed in italics. Articles should include the author’s name, the date, and title of the 
article, the volume, and page numbers of the periodical, e.g. Lo V. 1993, ‘The Legend of the Lady of
Linshui’, Journal of Chinese Religion, 21, 69–96. 

In the bibliography, books cited that are reprints of earlier works should have the original 
publication date included in square brackets after the date of the edition cited. In footnotes, however,
only the date of the later edition should be given.

In the bibliography, when citing editions that are taken from a series of collected works, the date given
should be the date of publication of the particular volume, followed as above in square brackets by the
date of publication of the original work. The volume number should be listed.

If two or more pages are cited, please provide pp. x–y in the footnotes. Ranges of pages, or years, or
any other series of numbers, are cited as spoken. Thus we have pp. 65–8, not 65–68; pp. 112–13, not
112–3; ‘sixty-five to -eight’, not ‘sixty-five to sixty-eight’.

Footnotes come after any punctuation. 
E.g. . . . as has been argued elsewhere.7 This is the basis . . .
Not . . . as has been argued elsewhere7. This is the basis . . .

It will help us enormously and save a great deal of time if you ensure that your references accord in every
detail with the examples below. For example, there should be no comma between author name and date
of publication. Please put a full stop after the ‘p’ before page numbers, followed by a space before the
number. There should be full stops at the ends of footnotes and references, and (ed.) should be used for
one editor and (eds) for more editors.

Please use ‘single quote marks’ to identify quotations in the text and double quote marks (“. . .”) for
quotes within quotes.
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